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Experience shows that to learn numbers of words without learning to construct sentences is of
little pratical value. Not enough attention has been paid to the converse view-that there is not
much value either in being able to produce grammatical sentences if one has not got the
vocabulaly that is needed to convey what one wishes to say. One is literaly ‘at a loss for words’.
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If one is going to construct texts from which people are to learn the language, rather than use
‘natural’ texts, then it may be that for the writer simply to be aware of such notions as frequen-
cy, range, usefulness, language variety and teachability is enough to ensure that he avoids the
mistakes of uncontrolled introduction of vocabulary.
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SEVEN TYPES OF MEANING

1. CONCEPTUAL MEANING or Sense Logical, cognitive or denotative content
2. CONNOTATIVE MEANING What is communicated by virtue of what

language refers to.
3. SOCIAL MEANING What is communicated of the social cir-

cumstances of language use.

4. AFFECTIVE MEANING What is communicated of the feelings and at-

ASSOCIATIVE MEANING
titudes of the speaker / writer.

5. REFLECTED MEANING What is communicated through association with

another sense of the same expression.

6. COLLOCATIVE MEANING What is communicated through association with

words which tend to occur in the environment of

another word.

7. THEMATIC MEANING What is communicated by the way in which the

massage is organized in terms of order and em-

phasis.
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So complex is the semantic structure of a language that it can be acquired only through wide ex-
posure and this in turn can probably only be provided by extensive reading.
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